Ganoderma colossum has been associated with devastating diseases and wood decay of different plants such as Ficus carica, Ciltis laevigata, Pinus hondurensis, Callitris robusta, Eucalyptus citrodora, E. paniculata, E. puncata, and Phoenix canariensis. In 2005-2006, this pathogen was reported for the first time on Delonix regia, Ficus altissima, and Phoenix dactylifera in Oman. It has been recently been detected on the base and the upper parts of the trunks of Sclerocarya birrea. Morphological and microscopic examination of the collected specimens confirmed the identity of this fungus. To our knowledge this is the first report of G. colossum on S. birrea worldwide.
Sclerocarya birrea Hochst. (marula) is a member of Anacardiaceae, family that is native to semi-arid deciduous tropical Savannah of sub-Sahara Africa (Fig. 1) . S. birrea is present in approximately 29 African countries including Oman (Mouk et al. 2007 ). The tree has multiple uses. The fruits are eaten fresh and fermented to make alcoholic drinks, the leaves are consumed by livestock, cooking oil is extracted from the kernels (Mouk et al. 2007; Daldoum et al. 2012 ) and the trunk can be carved into plates, spoons or decorative animal figures (Shackleton et al. 2002) . A review of the phytochemistry, pharmacology, toxicology, nutritional and medicinal uses of S. birrea, (Ojewole et al. 2010; Mariod and Abdelwahab 2012) determined that various parts of the plant have antidiabetic, antioxidant, antiinflammatory, antibacterial, antifungal, antiamoebic activities as well as being molluscidal and trypanocidal.
In Sohar, north of Oman, some S. birrea trees showed symptoms of leaf yellowing ( Fig. 1) and branch dieback. In addition, some of the standing trees died. From the trunk of a severely affected tree, spongy, sessile, bracket-like basidiocarps developed at the base as well as the upper parts of the trunk (168 cm) (Figs. 2 and 3). The basidiocarps were collected, allowed to dry at ambient temperature (25-30°C), and were then deposited at Kew Garden herbarium, UK. The basidiospores were collected by gentle scraping of mature fruiting bodies and examined microscopically. The basidiocarps appeared as rounded structures that were cream to slightly yellow in colour. The basidiocarps had a maximum diameter of 26 cm. The thickest part (attached to the marula trunk) measured 14 cm and the outside edge was 2.5 cm thick. The basidiocarps upper surface was slightly yellow to white when young with brown mature regions. The margin was obtuse to entirely or slightly undulate. Microscopic examination showed that the basidiospores were brown, ovate, with a rounded base and a truncate to narrowly rounded apex, bitunicate and the outermost wall of a basidiospore was connected to the inner wall by welldefined inter-wall pillars (Fig. 4) . The majority of the basidiospores measured 17.5×10.0 μm although the range was 13.7-20×7.5-11. Ganoderma colossum (Fr.) C.F. Baker (Basidiomycota, Ganodermataceae) is a polypore fungus. It is a pantropical species which was originally described from Costa Rica on Ficus canariensis. It was reported on Ficus carica and Ciltis laevigata in the USA (Adaskaveg and Gilbertson 1988) . Lückhoff (1955) reported G. colossum causing diseases on pines (Pinus hondurensis), Callitris robusta, and several Eucalyptus species including E. citrodora, E. paniculata, E. puncata, and E. maculata which are important for telephone and transmission poles. The external symptoms of the disease on P. hondurensis was described as a gradual yellowing and dying of foliage and weakening of the root collar by extensive rot. The disease was reported to be confined exclusively to the root system and the basidiocarps developed at the bases of the trees. Adaskaveg et al. (1991) showed that white-rot fungus G. colossum can cause decay to wood taken from trunks of the date palm Phoenix canariensis. Chemical analysis indicated that the fungus caused losses of starch holocellulose and lignin and the starch grains were degraded. G. colossum was reported in Iran on the fallen logs on both hardwood and conifers, and on living trees as weak parasite (Moradali et al. 2007 ). In Oman, the pathogen has been described on Ficus altissima and Delonix regia (Al-Bahry et al. 2005) and Phoenix dactylifera (Elshafie et al. 2006) . Further investigations to determine the host range and severity of G. colossum within Oman are required. 
